
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES, CITY HALL, 70 ALLEN STREET, PITTSFIELD, MA 01201 413-499-9330 

To whom i t  may concern: 

Re: C i t y  o f  P i t t s f i e l d ,  Massachusetts, Resource Recovery F a c i l i t y  

During my tenure as Commissioner o f  Pub l i c  U t i l i t i e s  f o r  t he  C i t y  o f  
P i t t s f i e l d ;  I have been a c t i v e l y  involved w i t h  what i s  commonly known as t h e  
P i t t s f i e l d  Resource Recovery F a c i l i t y .  Th is  240-ton-per-day waste-to-energy 
f a c i l i t y ,  coupled w i t h  a r e s i d e n t i a l  drop-off s t a t i o n ,  i s  constructed on 
land leased from t h e  C i t y  by P i t t s f i e l d  Inves to rs  L imi ted  Partnership, and 
the  f a c i l i t y  i s  operated by e c o / P i t t s f i e l d ,  a subs id ia ry  o f  t he  operat ions 
arm o f  Energy Answers Corporat ion. Th is  smal l ,  bu t  very e f f i c i e n t  and 
environmental ly sound p l a n t ,  u t i l i z e s  the  ENERCON technology. 

e c o / P i t t s f i e l d  has been opera t ing  the  waste-to-energy f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  past 
f i v e  years. During t h a t  t ime, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  proper ly  running t h e  f a c i l i t y  
on a day-to-day basis,  e c o / P i t t s f i e l d  has closed t h e  C i t y ' s  l a n d f i l l  i n  
response t o  a Massachusetts Department o f  Environmental Pro tec t ion  mandate, 
contracted f o r  a successful  o f f - s i t e  composting operat ion,  d e a l t  w i t h  
problems such as unacceptable waste, state-mandated waste bans f o r  
recyclables,  scheduled and unscheduled p l a n t  outages, and improved methods 
f o r  handl ing and d isposal  o f  s p e c i a l t y  items such as freon-bearing 
appliances and r o o f i n g  shingles.  I n  my opin ion,  t he  s t a f f  o f  e c o / P i t t s f i e l d  
has demonstrated an a d a p t a b i l i t y  and w i l l i ngness  t o  solve problems i n  a 
t i m e l y  and e f f e c t i v e  manner. 

While t h e  C i t y ' s  20-year par tnersh ip  agreement t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  const ruc t ion  
and opera t ion  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  exp i re  i n  2004, we a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  waste 
generated from t h e  C i t y  o f  P i t t s f i e l d  w i l l  cont inue t o  be disposed o f  a t  
t h i s  f a c i l i t y  f o r  many years t o  come. 


